198 remain Bolshevist The Whites might overthrow that
government. Or some counter revolution might come. To
a possible new Eussia they might have to fulfill their
obligations to the old. But the opponents of the plan
had nothing to offer in its place.
Always on the east the peril of Bolshevism. Fighting
there throughout the entire summer of 1919. Trotski
was just over the way and between the two nations
there was no fixed boundary, Not free to give his
whole attention to Poland, because of the Kolchak and
Denikin expeditions, the Communist leader was con-
sidering possibilities. In the autumn he suggested an
armistice. Pilsudski replied that the Poles would stop
fighting to discuss peace, but not a truce; he did not
trust their word, but felt they would use the time for
further preparations and further propaganda. Between
the two peoples, he said, there must be serious peace
or serious war, Poland could not follow the zigzag policy
of the Allies. Negotiations lasted through the winter,
but it began to look more and more like war.
In March of 1920, exactly twenty years from the day
he first entered the Warsaw Citadel as a prisoner, Pil-
sudski was named Marshal of Poland. He was pre-
sented with the silver baton of a marshal, at the foot of
the Sigismund column where once Russian troops had
fired on a religious procession of Poles, where often
patriotic demonstrations had been held. There was a
great reception afterwards at the Zameh Every regi-
ment sent a delegation to greet Mm.
The whole nation began referring to him as "the
Marshal," without using Ms surname. But many of
Ms old friends of the Legions and the P, 0. W* asked
special permission to continue calling him "the Com-
mander."